The Life of Samuel

Samuel not only anointed both Saul and David, Israel’s first two kings, but he also gave definition to the new order with the kingship.  Samuel’s importance as God’s representative in this period of Israel’s history is close to that of Moses (Psa.99:6; Jer.15:1).  He, more than any other person, provided for continuity in the transition from the rule of the judges to that of the monarchy.

R:1882; 1887; 4199; 4209; 5615; 5627 (see also references to Samuel in Bible Dictionaries)

1.   What experiences formed and prepared Samuel for his work.  What are some lessons for us?

2.   What experiences and work marked Samuel as a judge and a prophet?

3. What lessons may be drawn from Samuel's example and instructions during the transition from Judgeship to Kingship in Israel?

4.  What were the issues and principles that broke the relationship between Samuel and Saul?

>>>

5.  Why did Samuel anoint David rather than Jesse’s older sons?

6.  How did Israel regard Samuel after they had a King?

7.  What lessons can be found in Samuel’s wayward sons?

8.  What experiences, work and lessons marked Samuel’s aging years?

