	1840s
	Jews dream of settling in Palestine, where 12,000 Jews still live. 

	1881
	Eliezer Ben Yehuda, a Russian-Jewish educator, moves to Palestine and promotes Hebrew, a dead language used only for prayer, as an everyday language for Jews. Within 40 years, the country speaks Hebrew; within 60, the accent is recognizable as Israeli.

	1882
	12,000 refugees from Russian pogroms go to Palestine in the First Aliyah (Hebrew for ascending). 

	1895
	Theodor Herzl, an Austrian journalist, writes ³The Jewish State,² pro-posing a Jewish homeland as the solution to persecution in Europe. 

	1897
	At Zionist conference in Basel, Switzerland, Herzl writes, ³Today I founded the Jewish state.²

	


	1901
	Uganda, Argentina, Cyprus and the Congo are suggested and rejected sites for a Jewish state. Jewish National Fund is founded to buy land in Palestine for Zionists. 

	1904
	Jews escaping pogroms in Russia and Poland form Second Aliyah.

	1909
	Tel Aviv, the first modern Jewish city, is founded. 

	


	1914
	World War I begins 

	1916
	Britain and France, victors in the war, urge an independent Arab state or confederation of Arab states, with a capital in Palestine. 

	1917
	Britain issues the Balfour Declaration, endorsing a Jewish state in Palestine. The wording is so vague both Arabs and Jews use it to bolster claims tothe country. 

	1918
	World War I ends. About 60,000 Jews live in Palestine, 10 percent of the total population. 

	1919-1921
	In the Third Aliyah, 20,000 immigrants from Russia and Poland come, creating labor unions and the Haganah, an underground Jewish resistance army. 

	


	1920
	League of Nations grants Britain mandate to govern Palestine, comprised of Israel and Transjordan. 

	1921
	Britain divides its mandate, creating Transjordan east of the River Jordan and leaving the land west of the river as Palestine. The division angers Zionist settlers. Hitler becomes president of the National Socialist Party in Germany. British take first census of Palestine ‹ 84,000 Jews make up 12.9 percent of the population. 

	1924-1930
	The Fourth Aliyah brings 80,000 more Jews to Palestine. Arabs number about 700,000.

	1929
	The Irgun, a guerrilla army, is formed; one leader is Menachem Begin, later a prime minister and defense minister. 

	1930-39
	As Hitler comes to power, German Jews flee to Palestine, swelling the Jewish population to about 350,000. 

	1934
	Hitler becomes German Führer.

	1935
	Walter Fuchs becomes the first member of Naomi Weiss¹ extended family to immigrate to Israel. 

	1936-1939 
	Arabs increase riots against Jewish immigration. 

	1938 
	The German army marches into Austria in March. Eric Weiss leaves in early summer for Israel. The Germans move into Czechoslovakia. Chanan Winternitz and Pauli Feldmann escape. Gerda Feldmann and Peres Sych begin seven years in Nazi labor camps. 

	1939
	Britain restricts Zionist activity in Palestine, limits legal immigration to 15,000 Jews a year, creating a flood of illegal immigrants. Frances Weiss (Mayer) escapes Vienna, immigrating legally with a social-service organization, WIZO, which saves many European Jewish girls by bringing them to Palestine. 

	


	1940
	War in North Africa begins. Eric Weiss is part of the campaign as a British intelligence officer. Ferdinand and Pauline Weiss escape Austria and cross Asia, bound for America.

	1941
	Germans first use gas chambers at Auschwitz. Japanese attack Pearl Harbor. 

	1942
	First American forces arrive in Britain to plan D-Day campaign. 

	1944
	Erich Priebke, a Nazi SS captain, is accused of slaughtering 335 people in Rome. Eric Weiss, in Rome as an interrogator with the British army, questions Priebke¹s superior. 

	1945
	Gerda Weiss and Peres Sych are saved when Allies liberate Bergen-Belsen and other concentration camps. Hitler commits suicide. The war ends. 

	1946
	Frances Weiss (later Mayer) leaves Israel to join her parents in Portland. 

	1947
	Britain rejects the Palestine mandate and asks the United Nations to help. U.N. votes to partition the country. The Jews accept; the Arabs don¹t. Civil war erupts. An illegal immigrant ship, the Exodus, with 4,500 Holocaust survivors, reaches the coast of Israel. The British return all the passengers to displaced-person camps in Germany. 

	Early 1948
	The Irgun attacks the Arab village of Deir Yassin on the road from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, killing most of the inhabitants. Hundreds of thousands of Arabs begin to flee Palestine. Peres Sych immigrates to Israel. 

	May 14, 1948 
	British forces leave Israel. Jews declare independence. The War of Independence begins the following day. 

	Late 1948 
	The Israel Defense Forces is formed. Arabs blockade Jerusalem, leaving residents like Ruth Or with little food or water.

	1949
	Jordan gains control of Jerusalem. Israelis, including Jews, Muslims and Christians, may not visit holy sites except on special holidays. 

	1948-1951 
	One million Jews are absorbed in Israel; only 69,000 Arabs remain in Israel. 

	1950
	Israel grants citizenship to every Jew requesting it. Eric Weiss leaves Israel to join his family in Portland.

	1956
	Israelis and Arabs begin second major war, known as the Sinai Campaign. Israel occupies the Sinai Peninsula and Gaza Strip. Some 40,000 Jews immigrate following Hungarian uprising against communism.

	1957
	Israel withdraws, turning Gaza and Straits of Tiran over to U.N.

	1958
	On 10th anniversary, Israel has 2 million people.

	


	1960
	Adolf Eichmann, who headed the German SS Jewish Section during World War II, is seized by Israeli agents and taken to Israel where he is tried, convicted and hanged as a Nazi war criminal.

	June 5-10, 1967
	The Six-Day War erupts after Egypt again blocks Tiran Straits. The war with Egypt, Syria and Jordan ends with Israel occupying the Golan Heights; the West Bank, including East Jerusalem and the Old City; the Gaza Strip, and the Sinai.

	


	1972
	Arab terrorists kill 11 Israeli athletes at Munich Olympics. Four terrorists and a German policeman are killed. 

	1973 
	Yom Kippur War begins when Egypt and Syria launch almost simultaneous attacks on the Jews' holiest day. After 18 days, the war ends with a U.N.-called cease-fire.

	1974-1977
	U.N.-brokered agreement reinstates 1967 borders. Suez Canal reopens.

	1976
	Naomi Weiss visits Israel for the first time. She goes again in 1981 and 1997. 

	1977
	Gerda Weiss dies in Portland. 

	1979
	Egypt and Israel sign Camp David peace accords. Israel withdraws from Sinai and dismantles settlements there.

	1982
	Israel invades Lebanon, saying it is necessary to destroy Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) bases along Israel's northern border.

	1987
	The intifadah, a period of protest in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, begins.

	1989
	Soviet Union begins to collapse. Russian Jews begin new wave of immigration into Israel; by 1998, 800,000 have been absorbed and make up one-seventh of the population.

	


	1991
	During the Gulf War, Iraq targets Haifa and Tel Aviv for Scud-missile attacks. About 14,500 people, nearly the entire Jewish population of Ethiopia, are airlifted to Israel. 

	1993
	Israel and the PLO agree on a framework for autonomy in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. A final peace treaty is foreseen by 1999.

	1994
	Israeli troops pull out of Gaza and Jericho, handing over control to Palestinian police. Other West Bank towns follow. Jordan and Israel sign a peace treaty. A Palestinian suicide bomber kills 22 on a Tel Aviv bus.

	1995
	Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin is assassinated by a fanatic Israeli nationalist.

	1996
	Islamic suicide bombers kill 63 in Jerusalem, Tel aviv and Ashkelon. 

	1997
	Benjamin Netanyahu's cabinet reaffirms its decision to build a new Jewish neighborhood in East Jerusalem, despite warnings of Palestinian violence. Suicide bombings increase, with deadly incidents in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. Palestinian Authority legalizes the death sentence for Arabs who sell land to Jews. 

	1998
	Israeli soldiers shoot three Palestinian workers at an Israeli roadblock in the West Bank, touching off sporadic violence that causes some Israelis to wonder if a new intifadah is beginning. Dvir Winternitz is inducted into the Israel Defense Forces


